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© UNTO THEM WERE COMMITTED THE ORACLES OF cop.“ 


ROM, III. 2. 


Ir is a ſubject of no common intereſt 
to the human mind to reflect upon the va- 
rious modes and characters in which the 
abſtract principle of religious duty has been 
ſeen to operate, in different ages of the 
world. The principle itſelf, however diſ- 
guiſed and diverſiſied in its effect, is of ge- 
neral, or rather univerſal, influence: it is 


equally evident in the barbarous rites of the 


B un- 


3 
uninſtructed ſavage; in the horrid ceremo- 
nies of the worſhippers of Moloch; in 


the ſplendid immolations of Greece and 


Rome 


The errors of Paganiſm, we know, were 
numerous and groſs. The religious notions 
of the heathen world were alike extrava- 
gant and falſe. Their gods were depicted 
with all the baſer paſſions to which the 
worſt of mankind are ſubject, polluted by 
the vileſt appetites of the brute creation, 
and even ſtamped with the degrading pro- 


perties of cruel and deſtructive dæmons. 


vourable opportunity of gaining the molt F 


important inſtructions: they were ſelected F 


for 


4c 


The Jews, indeed, enjoyed a more fa- 


1 
for that purpoſe; were guided, I may ſay, 
by the immediate hand of Heaven, and 
enlightened by expreſs Revelation. He 
ſheweth his word unto Jacob {faith the 
Pſalmiſt*), his ſtatutes and his judgments 


unto Iſrael.” And again, according to St. 


Paul, «© unto them were committed the 


oracles of God.” 


My text (it is obſervable) is the concluſion 

of a paſſage which aſſerts the preference Þ 

originally 
e 19; 


+ A further notice of the points of preference, or 


advantage, will be found in the ninth chapter (Ro- 


mans), ver. 4, 5. 


« To whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory 
B 2 and 


(4) 
originally given to the Jewiſh nation. The 
whole paſſage is in theſe words:“ What 
advantage, then, hath the Jew? or what 
profit is there of circumciſion ? Much every 
way—chiefly becauſe that unto them were 


committed the oracles of God.“ But the 


and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the 


Service of God, and the promiſes : 


«© Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom as concern- 
ing the fleth Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed 


for ever. Amen.” 


The latter verſe, among many other paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, contains a molt expreſs declaration of the divinity 
of Chriſt, eſpecially if it be conſidered that the Jews 
were accuſtomed to reply, when the name of God was 
uttered in the ſanCtuary by the prieſt, © Bleſſed be the 
name and glory of his kingdom for ever and ever 


b 


See further a note on the paſſage in fol. Bible, Baſker- 
ville. 


a pſalmiſt 


ET 
pſalmiſt as well as the apoſtle may now be 
underſtood in a ſenſe applicable to our/elves: 
we may now transfer * our ideas from the 
Fewiſh to the Chriſtian church: the types 


of the former are realized in the latter : 
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the prophecies of the Jews have received 
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their accompliſhment in Chriſt: the oracles 
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committed unto them are now committed 
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unto us; for the Jews rejected the © ad- 
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vantage” and refuſed the“ profit” of that 


preference: they had ſigured to themſelves 


1 
Wn 
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their expected Meſſiah as a perſon of great 
b temporal authority, arrayed perhaps in 
! Þ robes of royalty, and ſwaying an irreſiſti- 
ble ſceptre. Conſequently the humble birth 


ic and lowly fortunes, the meek aſpect and 


See Biſhop Horne's Comm. on Pf. cxlvii. 


t | B 3 moldeſt 


1 


modeſt deportment, the bitter ſufferings 


and ignominious death of our Redeemer 


by no means accorded with their notions 


of exterior triumph. He came unto his 


own, and his own received him not*.” 


It muſt be ſufficient, before my preſent 
hearers, to have taken this curſory notice 
of the rude and imperfe& ſtate of theolo- 
gical attainments, in Pagan and even Jewiſh 
hiſtory ; nor need I offer an additional pre- 
face to aſcertain more fully the ſubſtitu- 
tion of the church of Chriſt into thoſe 
„advantages and profits“ which the Jews 
previouſly enjoyed, Waving, for the pre- 


lent, the literal expreſſion and more appro- 


* John i. 11. 


; priate 


ate 


1 


priate meaning of St. Paul (reſpecting the 


prerogative of Judaiſm), the text may now 


be paraphraſed © much every way” in our 
behalf; © chiefly becauſe that unto 1 are 


committed the oracles of God.” 


I proceed then, as the words before us 
have ſufficiently ſuggeſted, and as the pre- 
ſent. occaſion may eſpecially authorize, to 
conſider ſome particulars of that happy 
privilege or preference to which we have 
ſucceeded, as members of the church of Chriſt, 
intruſted with the oracles of God; while 
we leave, with proper deference, to the 
goodneſs and juſtice and wiſdom of the 
Deity, the proffered duty of every indivi- 
dual, whether Gentile, or Jew, or Chriſ- 
tian, 


CEE B 4 The 


(8) 

The whole foundation of religion muſt 
be laid (as in the ſcriptures) in the know- 
ledge and worſhip of the one true God, 
the creator, preſerver, and governor of the 
world. But though indeed the Deity has 
ever been apparent in thoſe luminous and 
legible characters of his © eternal“ power 
and godhead, the works of all creation, yet 
was he, through many dark ages, not glo- 
rified in a proper manner.—Mankind were 
not careful to worſhip him or know him 
as their Maker, but revolted from the 
worſhip of God to that of “ ſtocks + and 
ſtones,” © the corruptible J images of cor- 


ruptible things.” 


* Romans 1. 20. + Jer. ii. 27. iii. 9. 


+ Rom. i. 23. 1 Peter i. 18. 


; A ſecond 


CS] 


A Tecond requiſite for true religion is a 
clear knowledge of our duty : and the de- 
ficiency of men in this reſpect, before the 
founding of this Chriſtian church, was a 
natural and judicial conſequence of their 
firſt failure: God * gave them up unto 
vile affections“ when they changed the 
truth of God into a lie, and worſhipped 
and ſerved the creature more than the Cre- 
ator, who is bleſſed for ever. When they 
knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful, but became vain 
in their imaginations, and their fooliſh 
heart was darkened.” Sins of the deepeſt 


dye were continually practiſed with greedi- 


neſs and delight : virtue, as ſuch, and the 


Romans 1. 21. 25, 26. 


precepts 


( 10 ) 

precepts of moral righteouſneſs were mere 
ſpeculative topics, reſerved and confined to 
the contemplation of philoſophers, but 
wholly unnoticed or unknown as a practi- 
cal fyſtem univerſally enjoined. They were 
totally ſuperſeded by formal and ceremoni- 
ous obſervances, by the pomp of ſacrifice, 
the parade of ſervice: if the people fre- 
quented the temples of their imaginary gods, 
they did it in 1gnorance, in error, in ſuper- 
ſition. There was no ſtandard of duty 
and acceptable devotion to which they 
might conform, no unerring rules (which 
we nw have the bleſſing to enjoy) for 
the ſafe guidance of every action; for 
the government or, in other words, for the 


happineſs of life. 


But 


En 

But although mankind had not been thus 
deficient in the knowledge of their duty, 
before the building of this CHriſtian church, 
they ſtill wanted a ſufficient motive and en- 
couragement to fix them in the due per- 
formance of it. Whatever be the real pre- 
ference to which virtue is entitled, as form- 
ing in a great degree its own independent re- 
ward, we all know the frailty, the depravity 
of our nature, and how little influence this 
ſelf- retribution of virtue is able to obtain, 
when oppoſed by the ſudden impulſe of 
paſſion, the ſtrong bias of immediate 1n- 
tereſt, the falſe glare of temptation, and 
the artful promiles of vice ! It therefore be- 
came neceſſary and highly advantageous to 


mankind, that they ſhould be aſſiſted and 
encouraged in the diſcharge of their duty 


by 


ö 
| 
| 


( 12 ) 
by ſome additional and ſpecific reward. 


The aſſiſtance and encouragement, thus 


evidently required, are abundantly ſupplied 


by that future ſtate of retribution which 


« the oracles of God” have commiſſioned 


us to preach. 


But even this great and glorious reward, 


thus expreſsly revealed to aſſiſt and encourage 


our“ patient “ continuance in well-doing,” 
will not perfect the work without a further 
advantage on the part of mankind. . The 


miniſters of our church are warranted to 


offer that further advantage, by promiling 


to the earneſt endeavours of true penitence 


the bleſſing of the grace of God, the aſſiſt- 


* Rom. ii. 7. 


1 
ance of his holy ſpirit. I need not expa- 
tiate upon this ineſtimable benefit. We 


confeſs the frailty of our beſt reſolutions, 


the weakneſs of our greateſt ſtrength : how 


liable we are to error, how prone we are to 
vice! Now to creatures beſet with theſe 
difficulties, and labouring under theſe diſ- 
advantages, it muſt have been a great diſ- 
couragement, in their progreſs towards vir- 
tue and religion, to have been abandoned 
wholly to themſelves and to their own poor 
endeavours, without the promiſe or proſpect 
of any better aſtiſtance. Yet this was the 
caſe with the heathen world : for though 
it be agreeable to the natural notions which 
we have of God, to believe him never neg- 
ligent or indifferent reſpecting the conduct 
of his creatures, yet was there no expreſs 


promile 


©. 14 :F: 


promiſe of any ſpiritual aſſiſtance ; neither 
could any thing afford ſuch an entire and 
univerſal ſatisfaction, upon this point a- 
mongſt others, as that gracious revelation 


which Chriftians have received. 


See then another inſtance, another happy 
conſequence, beneficial to the Chriſtian 
world, in preference to thoſe who have 
embraced any other ſyſtem, or experienced 
any other diſpenſation. We are taught (as 
we have ſeen) the knowledge and belief of 
the one true God, and are fully inſtructed 
how to ſerve and worſhip him in the moſt 


pure and acceptable manner, “ in“ ſpirit 


and in truth.” We are likewiſe furniſhed 


John iv. 24. 


with 


3 


with that ſtandard of duty, that complete 
rule of action, ſo eſſential to our comfort, 
our happineſs, our ſalvation: a rule of life 
and manners ſo intelligible and ſo perfect, 
that no plea of incapacity or ignorance can 
juſtify our neglect of it; a ſyſtem ſo ami- 
able and ſo excellent, that right reaſon anti- 
cipates what revelation commands! We 
further have received, as members of the 
church of Chriſt, the full aſſurance of that 
ineſtimable truth, the immortality of the 
ſoul ; the aſſurance of a future, an eternal 
life, when 7% tranſient ſhadow of exiſt- 
ence ſhall have ceaſed and vaniſhed ; a life 
in which every individual ſhall finally re- 
ceive his doom of happineſs or miſery for 
ever, determined by his own conduct, and 
awarded by a judge infallible ! Surely it 


cannot 


3 
cannot but occur to every ſerious mind, 
from this conſideration alone, with a force 


of conviction irreſiſtibly ſtrong, how infi- 


nitely preferable are the works of goodneſs 


how unſpeakably ſuperior is the happi- 


neſs of virtue, compared with the moſt 
flattering pretenſions of vice, in the mo- 
ment of its higheſt infatuation !—In the 
oracles of God, committed to our care, we 
ſtill have received an additional advantage 
by the promiſed aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit. 


What a powerful encouragement this cir- 


cumſtance alone ſhould form, for the culti- 


vation of virtue and the practice of reli- 
gion! We know with certainty, that our 
earneſt and ſincere endeavours to pleaſe 
God will be graciouſly accepted and aſſiſt- 


ed: he will meet us, as it were, with“ a 


mighty 


67 

mighty hand and a ſtretched- out arm,” to 
carry us with ſafety and ſucceſs through 
every oppoſing evil; he will bleſs our ex- 
ertions in the good fight of faith with the 
animating impulſe of his Holy Spirit; he 
will * ſend the Comforter ®” to go with us 
to battle, and ſecure our victory, it we duly 


exerciſe our own ſtrength ! 


A benefit ſo unſpeakably important as that 
of the atonement which was made for man 
by © the ſacrifice of the death of Chriſt,” 
the incarnate Son of God, an atonement ſo 
dignified and precious that the ie,, of 
God might condeſcend to accept it, open- 
ing again the gates of mercy, together with 


thoſe further benefits, of ineſtimable value, 


* John xiv. 26.—xv. 26. 


— 9 the 


En 


the ſubſequent reſurrection and continual 
mediation of our Saviour, now aſcended 
into Heaven; theſe benefits of the Chriſtian 
church, this © profit,” this © advantage,” 
are far too great to be reviewed in ſilence, 
in the progreſs of my preſent ſubject! It 
is the happineſs and glory of our church to 
hold theſe truths in the higheſt eſtimation ; 
to receive with thankfulneſs and reverence 
theſe wondrous revelations of the Chriſ- 
tian ſyſtem ; to embrace and defend them, 
as eſſential truths, expreſsly announced in 
thoſe © oracles of God” by which the tenets 
of our church are formed. We believe 
them (as we hold the myſtery this day ac- 
knowledged) becauſe the doctrine is con- 
tained in Scripture : not forcing down each 


ſacred tenet to' the level of mere human 


wiſdom 


( 19 ) | 
wiſdom (of ſophiſtry, miſnamed philoſo- | 
phy), not raſhly applying to the © myſteries | 
of God” the impertinent teſt of a logical j 


analyſis or a mathematical demonſtration, 1 
but rather confeſſing the inadequate mea- 
ſure of our faculties in thoſe few points of i 
holy writ which are propounded to the {| 


faith, not the reaſon of mankind ; nor i 
ſeeking to be wiſe above“ that which is 


written.” 


From what has now been offered, how- 
ever faintly and imperfectly, reſpecting | 
* the advantage and profit” of the Chriſ- 9 
tian revelation, and the purport of our doc- 


| trines, we might naturally turn to the nature 


* 1 Cor. iv. 6. 


2 and 


200) 
and excellence of thoſe poſitive inſtitutions 
appointed for our government, and eſpecially 
to ſome notice of this day's ſolemnity, the 
conſecration of a ruler in our church. But 
ſimilar occaſions have already anticipated 
theſe appoſite ſubjects by many more com- 
petent diſcourſes; and in my peculiar fitu- 
ation, I know not in what terms I might 
properly expreſs myſelf. To the miniſters 
or the object of that ſacred ceremony, ex- 
hortation were ſuperfluous, inſtruction were 
impertinent. The circumſtances under 
which I ſpeak, incline me rather to the fol- 
lowing concluſion ; a concluſion perhaps 
equally natural and appoſite, where the 
text has led me to enumerate ſo many of 
the benefits and bleſſings of the Chriſtian 


diſpenſation, 


The 


( 21 ) 


The conſideration, then, of theſe benefits 


and bleſſings is connected with topics of 
painful reflection to every ſerious mind 
for, on the ſlighteſt review of ſuch ſcriptu- 
ral points, ſuch eſſential tenets of the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, ſuch vital principles of our 
ſacred embaſſy, ſuch plain and ſafe rules for 
univerſal acceptance, we cannot but /ament 
the unhappy prevalence of ſchiſm and diſ- 
affection amongſt perſons equally profeſſing 
Chriſtianity; the frequency of diviſions ſo 
hurtfulto ſociety, ſo unfavourable to religion, 
ſo offenſive to the Deity! We cannot but 
obſerve, with the ſtrongeſt regret, how of- 
ten and how warmly the paſſions of man- 
kind are engaged, their talents employed, 
and their ſtudies engroſſed, by the diſcuſſion, 
the attack, or the defence of ſome abſtruſe 


queſtion, 


22) 
queſtion, ſome unimportant form, ſome im- 
material prejudice (for the grounds of 
ſeparation are, for the moſt part, ſpecula- 
tive not practical, ceremonial not moral 
points); while our only proper aim is truth, 
our only proper hope ſalvation! We cannot 
but obſerve with the deepeſt concern, that 
« ftrife* of words, thoſe “ doubtful F 
diſputations” (ſo foreign to the Chriſtian 
duties), which irritate and alienate the minds 
of brethren; which inflame the human 
heart with moſt unchriſtian paſſions; with 
paſſions which ſpare not, in their mad ca- 
reer (as the annals of the world have 
ſhewn), to ruin the peace of individuals, 


deſtroy the happineſs of families, poiſon 


* 1 Tim. vi. 4. + Rom, xiv. I. 


the 


4 
the rich comforts of ſociety, breathe diſ- 
cord throughout nations and empires, and 
ſpread the miſeries of war from pole to 
pole. But theſe things, we are well aware, 
were long ſince foreſeen and foretold: It* 
is impoſſible but that offences will come.” 
The © ſpirit of antichriſt” coming © in the 
latter times,” is a frequent ſubject of pro- 
phetic warning. Beware leſt any man 
ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain de- 
ceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after 
Chriſt +.” The inference for our direction, 
then, 1s that of earneſt and continual care 
to guard againſt the danger: not indeed 


offending any, but exhorting all; ſolely 


* Luke xvii. 1. + Coloſſ. ii. 8. 


and 
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( 24 ) 
and ſincerely anxious to inculcate goſpel- 
truths, © to ſpread *® abroad the glad tidings 
of reconciliation with God,” and to ex- 
tend the bleſſing of a Saviour through all 
the regions of created ſpace ! To Judge, or 
to condemn, is not the province of man : 
“There Þ is one that ſeeketh and judgeth.” 
Chriſtianity has duties and deſigns far dif- 
ferent : it covets the good-will of all :—it 
covets the happineſs of all—it inſpires 
the heart with every generous principle : it 
impoſes ſilence on the firſt riſings of impa- 
tience and anger: it inſtils gentleneſs, for- 
bearance and mercy : it inculcates a love of 
order, and a ſenſe of ſubordination; a ſpirit 


of ſympathy, and brotherly affection: it 


Conſecration ſervice. + John viii. 50. 


points 


6259) 
points to liberal and gracious deeds beyond 
the languid efforts of occaſional compaſſion 
or periodical charity: it awakens the ſocial 
virtues into daily and perpetual exerciſe ; 
faſt-flowing, as a river, from innumerable 
ſprings, refreſhing every ſoil through which 


it runs, and deepening as it rolls ! 


True to its moſt holy cauſe, its miniſters 
indeed are indiſpenſably required to“ con- 


tend * earneſtly for that faith which was 


once delivered to the ſaints ;” to maintain, 
without addition or diminution, “that 7 


form of ſound words“ committed to their 


charge, thoſe ** oracles” and * myſteries” 


of God, of which they are appointed 


* Jude ui. + 2 Tim. i. 13. 


D e ſtewards ;” 
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* ſtewards ;” but in firmneſs of conduct 


there is no indication of uncharitable tem- 


per: we regard as duties of congenial obli- 


gation, the warmth of true philanthropy, and 
the zeal of true religion. Thus prompted, 
thus impelled by principles the moſt dear 
and ſacred, let us duly, at this ſolemn hour, 
prefer to Heaven a concluding prayer, be- 
ſeeching the great Author of all good to- 
bleſs and pardon every ſoul of man ; to en- 


lighten the ignorant to reclaim the wan- 


dering—to confirm the faithful to protect 


his church to ſanctiſ his ſervants, Let us 


earneſtly addreſs ourſelves to Almighty 
God, imploring him to grant in ſuch 
abundant meaſure the bleſſing of his 
Holy Spirit, to conſecrate the lives, and to 


proſper the labòurs of his more immediate 


miniſters 


17 


miniſters (of the © rulers” and “ elders” of 


his church eſpecially), that his ways may 
be known effectually unto all his people, 


e his ſaving health unto all nations.“ 
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